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Before the widespread development of modern interior decoration, builders and homeowners
often relied on commercially available stencils to decorate ceilings and walls of houses and
other structures. This volume reproduces two rare catalogs of such stencils, manufactured ca.
1918 and ca. 1920 by H. Roessing of Chicago.Over 2,200 stencil designs include an enormous
variety of attractive and boldly printed images: ornamental borders, corners and frames with
intricate floral and foliate patterns, architectural ornaments and design elements, religious
symbols and figures, numerous animals (horses, lions, birds, etc.), mosaics, landscapes, and
much more.Meticulously reprinted from original catalogs in the collection of The Athenaeum of
Philadelphia, these masterfully executed designs are an important source of copyright-free
material invaluable for artists, illustrators, and craftspeople working with textiles, wallpaper, and
other decorative products. Moreover, these ornamental motifs provide an invaluable record of
American decorative tastes in the early years of the twentieth century.

From the Back CoverBefore the widespread development of modern interior decoration, builders
and homeowners often relied on commercially available stencils to decorate ceilings and walls
of houses and other structures. This volume reproduces two rare catalogs of such stencils,
manufactured ca. 1918 and ca. 1920 by H. Roessing of Chicago.Over 2,200 stencil designs
include an enormous variety of attractive and boldly printed images: ornamental borders,
corners and frames with intricate floral and foliate patterns, architectural ornaments and design
elements, religious symbols and figures, numerous animals (horses, lions, birds, etc.), mosaics,
landscapes, and much more.Meticulously reprinted from original catalogs in the collection of
The Athenaeum of Philadelphia, these masterfully executed designs are an important source of
copyright-free material invaluable for artists, illustrators, and craftspeople working with textiles,
wallpaper, and other decorative products. Moreover, these ornamental motifs provide an
invaluable record of American decorative tastes in the early years of the twentieth century. Dover
co-publication (1991) with The Athenaeum of Philadelphia of two catalogs of "Excelsior" Fresco-
Stencils manufactured by H. Roessing, Chicago, ca. 1918 and ca. 1920.
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Southern Review, “Circa 1918 & 1920 Stencil Design Resource. 2289 Traditional Stencil
Designs is the reprinting of two catalogues (circa 1918 & 1920) from "Excelsior" Fresco Stencils.
It is a rich resource of ornamental motifs providing an invaluable record of American decorative
tastes during the first quarter of the 20th Century.Restoration and Renovation enthusiasts will
find some of the anonymous English and American inspired designs representative of the
Aesthetic Movement and Early Arts and Crafts Movement useful for their projects. Lyrical and
expressive motifs abound, along with French inspired friezes, Neo Classical laurel wreaths,
architectural elements, festoons, medallions, rosettes, drops, cartouches, damask designs, and
classic acanthus, egg and dart, and anthemion variations. The professional will delight in using
document colorways to great affect. Subtle elegance of tone on tone designs produced from the
1880's to the turn of the century by Wm. Morris' original wood blocks are there for the masterly to
emulate.These stencil designs are not for the faint of heart. They are small and do not have
instructions. Many suites of companion designs offering wall, ceiling, and frieze groupings
abound, but only for the practiced eye to locate. There are no arrows pointing the way. This book
may be utilized to it's best advantage by professional artists, designers, and experienced
stencilers who possess both a projector and a knowledge of document design. However, one
needn't be a Renzo Mongiardino to produce a satisfying result. I was slow to warm to the book
due to what I feel are a good many "dated" and clumsy designs that no wizard could dazzle. If
only 25% of 2286 designs are of use to me, I'm content. I now own two copies. One for the
projector, and one for the resource library. The cover art typifies the best of the book's content. It
is not a fluke or teaser cover. Those finding this style of motif to their liking, will also enjoy the
book's content.”

Taylor, “Perfect. Love”

Pea Jay Kay, “Large collection of historic stencil designs. This is, for all intents and purposes, a
reprint of a 1918 stencil catalog, so no actual stencils, but a very nice collection of designs of all
kinds, many of which could be enlarged and printed to make stencils out of, oneself, although
many of the patterns are quite intricate and many, unfortunately, have lost their crisp edges and/
or finer details due to being reproductions and not (as in the original catalog, no doubt) the same
size as the original stencil. Nonetheless, it is a treasury of historic stencils and a source, for
many, of any number of design ideas and motifs.”

cherrychapstick, “A neat little book. There are no actual stencils included in this book. It is a
copy of a catalog from back when. The images are small.... tiny thumbnail size. I am an artist
and I can work with it anyways. I use it as a guide when recreating a similar design or pattern.
For that reason I like it. I would have paid more money for more pages and some larger sized
isolated patterns.”



Jessica, “What I wanted but not in the quality I was expecting!. The book's binding was intact,
and the pages were all present, but some of the drawings were faint.”

Jessica S, “lovei it. I know that people have been complaining about how some of the stencils
are too small and become unclear when blown up. They have a few other issues, too.Here's the
thing: the book has over 2,000 great stencils that are perfectly legible. I'm an illustrator,
woodworker, and paper crafter. I am simply delighted at the various choices of stencil. Plus, the
book is very inspiring in terms of providing a jumping off point to make up my own. I simply love
it.”

EmmaM, “Full of images. Large book - over A4 sized and pages are packed with images. There
are lots of big ones but lots of very small ones aswell. In my opinion lots of the smaller ones
would be very pixelated when scanned in and resized - thats fine for me and other artists who
maybe only need outlines to base their work off, but probably not great if your using the images
directly”

Adrian Murariu, “Buy it - Recomended. Huge amount of black white designs of stencils. This is
basicaly a stencil catalogue from where people have / had the oportunity to obtain their stencil
by ordering a certain design ID from the catalogue . However it's full of graphics and a great
source of inspiration . Black white, no text, thin, A4 size, 120 pages, mostly florals but has some
geometrics aswell . Work with artwork ? Than don't miss it, you never know when you need it .”

Shirley Bucksey, “Traditional Stencil Designs. Although the service in ordering/quick delivery and
reasonable cost of P&P etc of the seller were excellent,I was dissapointed with the books
content and quality of the detail and some of the printing was quite faint and not clear.It wasn't
suitable for my purposes and I wouldn't recommend the book if you're looking to duplicate the
designs in anyway for artwork or embroidery.”

The book by H. Roessing has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 540 people have provided feedback.
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